OLIVER CROMWELL
Cromwell's frequent quotations from it in later life
bear witness to the fact that he must have memorized
much of it in his youth.   Beyond this instruction in the
Bible, the headmaster exerted a profound influence on
young Cromwell in the direction of a radical Puritan-
ism.   Beard was one of a group who sought to dis-
establish the Anglican Church.   He had written two
treatises on the theme that the Pope is the Antichrist.
Further, he had published a small volume entitled The
Theater of Gotfs Judgments in which he collected from
history examples of the judgments of God against noto-
rious sinners, both great and small, but particularly
against those in high places who had misused their
power and wrought injustice to men.   Young Crom-
well and the other students under Beard were taught
that men had a right and a duty to curb such injustice
among rulers, even to the extent of binding kings
and nobles in chains.   We can see here at least one
of the elements which made Cromwell the iron man that
he became.   Finally, Beard personally prepared Crom-
well for Cambridge and doubtless influenced his family
to enter him in the Sidney-Sussex College.   This was
a Puritan college whose master, Dr. Samuel Ward,
had been one of the scholars responsible for the ver-
sion of the Bible so oddly associated with the name of
King James L   It was a college which Archbishop
Laud had denounced as "one of the nurseries of
Puritanism."
College and Trwel.   Cromwell entered Sidacy-Stts-
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